We claim: 



1 . A method for treating at least one of a plxxrality of gastrointestinal disorders of a 
patient where said disorders are characterized at least in part by abnormal 
gastrointestinal system activity attributable at least in part to altered autonomic 
balance, said method comprising: 

electrically stimulating an enteric nervous system of said patient to 
enhance a functional tone of said enteric nervous system, and 

applying said stimulation with frequency of occurrence selected to elevate 
nerve activity sufficient to relieve symptoms. 

2. A method according to claim 1 further comprising: 

electrically stimulating pancreo-biliary organs of said alimentary tract to 
stimulate discharge of secretions of said pancreo-biliary organs into a duodenum 
of said patient by an amount sufficient to enhance a transport of contents through 
a gastrointestinal organ of said alimentary tract. 

3. A method according to claim 1 further comprising: 

electrically stimulating pancreo-biliary organs of said alimentary tract to 
induce discharge of secretions of said pancreo-biliary organs into a duodenum of 
said patient by an amount sufficient for receptors in a gastrointestinal organ of 
said patient to respond to said secretions to contribute to an enhancement of said 
functional tone of said enteric nervous system. 

4. A method according to each of claims 1 or 2 wherein: 

said electrical stimulation is created by placing an electrode on a vagus 
nerve of said patient and applying an electrical stimulating current to said 
electrode and create a stimulation signal in said vagus nerve. 

5. A method according to claim 4 further comprising: 
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applying a proximal nerve conduction block on said vagus intermediate a 
site of said electrical stimulation and a central nervous system of said patient with 
said nerve block selected to block passage of said stimulation signal to said 
central nervous system. 

6. A method according to claim 5 wherein said nerve conduction block is a 
cryogenic block. 

7. A method according to claim 5 wherein said proximal nerve conduction block is a 
pharmocologic block. 

8. A method according to claim 5 wherein said proximal nerve conduction block is 
an electrical conduction block. 

9. A method according to claim 8 wherein: 

said electrical conduction block is selected to function during periods of 
appUcation of said electrical stimulating current to said electrode. 

10. A method according to claim 5 further comprising: 

applying a distal nerve conduction block on said vagus with said site of 
said electrical stimulation disposed between said proximal and distal nerve 
blocks. 

1 1. A method for treating at least one of a plurality of gastrointestinal disorders of a 
patient, said method comprising: 

electrically stimulating a vagus nerve of said patient at a stimulation site 
proximal to at least one site of vagal innervation of a gastrointestinal organ of said 
patient, said electrical stimulation including applying a stimulation signal at said 
site; 

applying a proximal electrical blocking signal to said vagus nerve at a 
proximal blocking site proximal to said stimulation site with said proximal 
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blocking signal selected to at least partially block nerve impulses proximal to said 
proximal blocking site. 



12. A method according to claim 1 1 further comprising: 

applying a distal electrical blocking signal to said vagus nerve at a distal 
blocking site distal to said stimulation site with said distal blocking signal selected 
to at least partially block efferent transmission of said stimulation signal distal to 
said distal blocking site. 

13. A method according to claim 1 1 wherein said proximal blocking signal is variable 
by a controller to regulate transmission of afferent proximal to said proximal 
blocking site. 

14. A method according to claim 12 wherein said distal blocking signal is variable by 
a controller to regulate transmission of efferent proximal to said distal blocking 
site. 
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